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	Based on the Muir and Thoreau readings, I would assess that both authors argue that nature exists as both an invention and in an organic state. Nature has always existed, the idea of the natural world around us has always been and will continue to be. John Muir explains that the pursuit of nature is a humanistic desire, a necessity (Muir, 316). 
	The question addresses a similar concept where “if a tree falls in the wilderness, does it make a sound?” That is to say, “does nature exist if we do not have it accounted for?” John Muir explains his experience of seeing tropical environments for the first time (Muir, 319). Tropical nature has always existed; however, it has not been categorized by human therefore it has not existed for him until first gaze. We as humans have taken a hold of nature in its raw form and imposed our own ideas and influences over it in order to construct theories and inventions from it. For example, nature exists with or without human understanding. Muir explains a concept of nature where all things are interconnected (Muir, 321). This imposition of an idea constructed around nature creates an invention like perception of nature. The contents and mechanisms of nature exist regardless of our understanding, or “inventions” of nature. John Muir demonstrates an opposition to the humanistic influence over the mental construct of nature. He longs for being immersed in the natural world, rather than ingest human idea constructs of what is (Muir, 324). We can invent our image of nature. President Roosevelt and John Muir collaborated on including Yosemite Valley part of Yosemite National Park (Muir, 332). Because of the invention of land divisions and national parks, humans can segment nature and label some places preserved spaces while others remain as potential for development. All land is connected and does not abide by human boundaries, yet this invention of boundaries impacts our engagement with the natural world. Thoreau portrays a similar regard for nature and human’s mental influence over our perception of it. 
	 According to Hendy Thoreau, nature simply exists. It asks no questions and answers none of ours (Thoreau, 1). His idea here implies that nature will maintain its own integrity and simply be, regardless of our own invented ideas concerning nature. An example of this idea involves the idea of the bottom of a pond. Thoreau describes three men that are content in thinking of the bottom of the pond as bottomless, that they do not care for exploring the depths of the water (Thoreau, 3). Whereas today we have sounding technology that can artificially draw the topography of the bottom of a body of water. Before the first survey of water depths, nature still existed across the topography of the bottom of water. It was not known or understood by humans, however it was still there. Now we can image the bottom of water bodies and have an invented understanding of the depths. Overall, nature does exist in an organic state regardless of human invention, however, the way we perceive nature has become lacing the natural world with garnishments of invention and ideas that manifest the idea of nature to be more of an invented being.
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