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The wilderness exists just as much as nature does. Nature embodies the wilderness; however, the wilderness does not include nature. William Cronon and Carolyn Finney ponder the existence of the wilderness and where it comes from. Both authors sound just in their theories that the wilderness is an ever-evolving place and idea, at the mercy of social and political climates. 
William Cronon expresses the idea that humans created the wilderness. Wilderness and human civilization need each other to exist, without one there is only the other. They are one in the same (Cronon, 1). While a relationship between the wilderness and civilization remains constant, the composition and idea of the relationship changes throughout history. Cronon explains that wilderness lands were uninhabitable, harsh, and unreachable. Whereas now, the wilderness is more possible to immerse oneself in (Cronon, 2). History allows humans to catalog and reference change over time. The idea of the wilderness changes throughout history, based on circumstances involving religion, technology, and exploration (Cronon, 4).  At one point in time, the wilderness was never attainable, while now it is simply defined as uninhabitable (Cronon, 5). Advancements in technology and more understanding of earth’s systems, the wilderness becomes explorable. Ultimately, man needs to put in the effort in order to continue prodding at the wilderness. Our social construct of the wilderness leaves no room for the idea it can host man (Cronon, 11). 
Just as Willian Cronon explains the construction of the wilderness, Carolyn Finney echoes his thoughts and uses American political and social movements to defend her idea that the existence of the wilderness as an idea. Both authors emphasize the critical key component of human memory and historical records amongst civilizations in order to understand the role of the environmental engagements and perceptions (Finney, 36). Here, she explains that the existence of the wilderness is an idea. Finney goes on to incorporate the political manipulation of the wilderness. Politicians have created land governance and regulations (Finney, 37) which highlights her idea that civilization leaders construct the perception and physical locations of wilderness space. More advanced political activity relates to more wilderness awareness and civil rights milestones (Finney, 43). A demand for community inclusiveness also demands for more wilderness protection and understanding.
Carolyn Finney develops her inclusiveness argument further explaining that the wilderness is engrained in a society dependent on how it influences civilizations (Finney, 68). The sense that Americans are influenced by their government results in limitations in personal imagination imposed by policy and decision makers (Finney, 74). Finney provides details about how policy influences public policy by discussing the African American civil rights movement. At one time, African Americans were invisible in America just as wilderness awareness was neglected. The civil rights movement brought African Americans out of the dark and gave them an identity in American society. Similarly, the wilderness depends on an identity (Finney, 78). The wilderness needs to have identity first before it exists. Because an identity can change throughout history, so can wilderness itself. African American and wilderness identities both grew simultaneously however, National Park documentation began to neglect African American involvement in the wilderness experience (Finney, 82) which stunts equality among all races. Because documentation of National Park experience can present an intended image, the wilderness can also change location and identity, being what we want it to be. 
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