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	Garbage Wars explains to the reader the concept of environmental justice and racism and explores how and why these issues exist in the world today. The concept of environmental justice is complex and still vaguely understood by the public, however, a social justice movement is expanding that addresses this concern for public health. Environmental justice conversations vary dramatically based on the location and range of an impacted area being discussed. 
	Everyone on the planet contributes to our total waste production, some more than others, however, all people have the same waste generating potential. Even if some groups of people contribute less waste than others, the means to contribute still exists. After waste production, everyone must live with the resulting waste. Garbage Wars explains that this is the root of environmental injustice. By either luck or social leverage, some people may distance themselves from the negative impacts of waste production while other groups are forced to suffer more severely from the negative health implications of our own waste (Pellow, 1). Those that work in waste treatment have a staggering increased potential to ingest harmful substances and endure the health burdens while white collar employees or and the more prestigious workforce population enjoy safe work conditions and do not have to engage with harmful substances (Pellow, 1). Even on a national scale, entire countries become victims of the collective waste pollution while other countries can evade the negative health impacts of our pollution. Crude versus well developed waste treatment varies by country and the tools available to contribute to waste management (Pellow, 2). 
	Garbage Wars explains a significant complication with discussing and addressing environmental justice and racism. Researchers and scholars use the terms interchangeably and do not have a strict definition of either term to distinguish the two (Pellow, 7). Defining social issues can be a challenge itself because the topic is relatively new. Environmental racism relates to the disproportionate impact of hazardous environmental waste on entire communities while environmental justice seeks to improve the health potential for the impacted communities. 
	After clearly defining the issues being addressed, the topic can advance to explore the challenges of overcoming environmental racism and justice. Pellow explains that economic activity extorts natural resource and returns waste to the earth (Pellow, 16). This means that environmental racism is more of a class issue than one of color. Large corporations and those with significant wealth are further removed from the consequences of their own waste versus populations that must live with poor living conditions induced by waste. Real estate value plays a role in this. As discussed about Chicago, a lot of poor communities suffer from the negative health impacts of waste whereas white collar populations do not endure the same burden (Pellow, 72). 
	Pellow explains that people do not need to go outdoors to get shot. Instead, they can simply breathe dirty air and develop cancer (Pellow, 70). This complicates environmental justice further because different geographic regions will have varying conversations about the damage and methods to overcome poor living conditions. Geographic regions need to be addressed on individual bases, rather than improving the world as a whole. 

Footnote
David Naguib Pellow, Garbage Wars: The Struggle for Environmental Justice in Chicago (Cambridge, The MIT Press, 2004). Ch1 and 4
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